54                               STORM   OVER  THE  LAND
Self-announced as "daily daguerreotype of American manners and thought',
the Herald's sixty-six-year-old owner and editor, bom of Roman Catholic
parents of French descent in Strathbogie, Scotland, had trained for priesthood
at Aberdeen, had starved as a bookseller in Boston, had lived shabbily as a
hack writer in New York, had served a year as Spanish translator for the
Charleston Courier. In politics he had yoked himself to varied flickering
interests, then become hard, gay, elusive. He issued his first four-page penny
New York Herald in 1835, doing all the work except the printing himself,
writing and shaping the whole paper on an editorial desk of one board
slung over two dry-goods boxes* 'one poor man in a cellar against the world*,
as he phrased it.
Then with years of toil from five in the morning till ten at night, scramb- *
ling, scandalizing, dramatizing, playing with a scale of shrieks and whispers
delicately manipulated, Bennett built a world-famed newspaper. 'The news-
paper's function/ he said, *is not to instruct but to startle/ Rivals were
forced to imitate Ms elaborate legitimate news service, while his chameleon
viewpoints, his breezy and idle chatter, his irresponsible gossip and lurid
topics setting the town agog, were not so easy to match. He charmed,
dazzled, shocked, so independently or flagrantly that his enemies agreed with
Park Benjamin writing him as 'obscene foreign vagabond, a pestilential
scoundrel, ass, rogue, habitual liar, loathsome and leprous slanderer and
libeller9.
Yet Bennett was first of newspaper editors to print financial news on a
large scale, regularly to expose stock-market frauds, to publish lists of
bankrupts, to mock at social functions and to satirize a 'high society* he did
not have time for, to print religious news, though his church items were at
first resented and scorned.
On four occasions in public places Bennett was beaten with canes and cow-
hides, on each occasion giving his readers a full report of the event as he saw
and felt it. His enemies overreached in hoping to destroy him. He was, as
they printed it, 'humbug*, Venomous reptile*, 'instrument of mischief*,
'profligate adventurer', Venal wretch', 'daring infidel*, 'prince of darkness*,
'ribald rascal', 'cheat*, 'common bandit*, 'infamous slanderer*, Veteran
blackguard*, 'murderer of reputations*, 'nuisance', 'black-hearted blasphemer*,
'turkey-buzzard*, Villain*, 'forger*, 'ignorant hypocrite bloated with con-
ceit*, 'immoral monstrosity*. An advertisers* boycott of the Herald was
attempted and failed.
Physical beatings, verbal castigation, social ostracism, attacks on credit and
advertising income, all failed to stop the course of Bennett striding onward
toward power, telling his readers he was *a friend of the human race* and
*rrom my earliest days there were implanted in my burning soul those lofty